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VisionToVisuals

Like Steel

By Baldev Duggal

| often find myself exploring the use of new
printing technologies and materials when
approached by artists with visionary concepts.
After detailed discussions, [ always
walk away with a greater understand-
ing of their ideas and a renewed sense
of respect for their innovative ways of
thinking and visual clarity. I'm con-
stantly learning anew with every job
we take on here at Duggal,

It's therefore a rare pleasure when

my staff and | can ereate an innovative
printing solution for a major commer-
cial client. We've been working with
internationally  renowned  designer
Calvin Klein for many vears, Earlier
this summer, Tal Plassance, CR'S Global
Visual Director, approached us with a
new campaign to promote the men's
underwear line, Calvin Klein Steel.

ABOVE: Actor Djimon Hounsou in the new Calvin Klein Steel ad.
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The campaign would center on the
actor [Djimon Hounsou, who has
appeared in movies such as Gladiator,
Blood Diagmond, The [iland and
Constantine. Starting with the fall 2007
fashion season, the award-winning
actor would be featured in a global
print and outdoor advertising cam-
paign for Calvin Klein Underwear,

supporting the launch of the brand’s
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After showing Tal and the other members of the design
team at Calvin Klein our sample prints, they were blown
away. They simply couldn’t believe how good the images
looked on the material. It was decided that we'd use this
printing technology for the store window displays at

their Madison Avenue location.

latest prochuct line, Calvin Klein Steel.
The campaign was to launch interna-
tionally in more than 200 countries
with both print and sutdoor media,

I found the concept challenging
because 1 learned thar they were look-
ing for us 1o provide them with an
innovative printing surface. We chose
brushed aluminum dibond for its steel,
clean, modern look. Concurrently, we
knew that the underwear needed to be
printed in white. Through some ere-
ative problem-solving, we utilized the
printer’s attributes so we could print
the underwear white while leaving the
rest of the image black on the metallic
substrate.  The process has  been
streamlined, all the while increasing in
photographic quality. Previously, we
had to printa film and then transfer it
too metal much like an iron-on decal for
garments. That process proved to be
labor-intensive and led o inconsistent
tonalitics and densities. Now the ink is
printed directly to the dibond, which is
then cured for high durabilivy, allow-
ing the first print ofl the printer o look
exactly like the last one,

After showing Tal and the other
members of the design team ar Calvin
Klein our sample prints, they were
blown away., They simply couldn’t
believe how good the images looked
on the material. It was decided that
we'd use this printing technology for
the store window displays at their
Madison Avenue location,

“I had orginally  approached
Duggal with our concept for Calvin
Klein Steel and asked which printing

technologies and materials were avail-
able,” says Tal. “lt was then that |
learned about dibond, The way in
which the brushed metal surfice
absorbed the ink and reproduced white
worked far bevond our expectations.”

Duggal chose this material in lieuw
of sheets of aluminum because it
proved to be much more forgiving,
{Ince we have the artwork from the
client, we can print direetly to it
We're currently printing the CK
material for both their domestic and
international stores,

CK is already working on their
next series of campaigns, and we're
{‘xl!lnring I]IL' s ﬂ!j‘ 1:1!.,':”' |!l|t't1;_[t.l"ﬁ.
We think it's the appropriate material
to work with because we can create
visuals that have both opagque and
transparent propertics. At l)ugg:ll, we
continue to expand the palette of print-
able surface materials for our chents,
from brushed aluminum, plexiprine,
silk, satin and chiffon to many others,
with infinite possibalities to come. 0o

Baldee Duggal, president and founder of
Dhriggal, has been tnnovating visual sole-
tions for image-makers for more than
) years. Credited wwith building and
designing the fndustry’s fiest dip-and-
dunk processing machine, Duggal has
maintained his status as a leader in the
renaging business and is heralded for out-
standing service by conswemer and frade
magazines alike. With digital capabili-
ties veaching worldwide, his headguar-
ters covers a Block on West 23vd Street in
New York Ciry.
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