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There's a series of photographs that withstand
the test of time, forever remaining a part of the
American subconscious. Fven today, as our

country charts a new century of growth,

conflict and change, I find myself
reflecting on a series of pictures that
helped define who we were as people
and as a nation during the 20th century.
Photographs such as a DC-4 flying over
MNew York City (by Margaret Bourke-
White), the Brooklyn Bridge at night
(by Andreas Feininger) and soldiers
bidding farewell at Penn Station (by
Alfred Eisenstaedt) all help me remem-
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ber what America used to be and how
she has changed over the decades,

In these pages, I've often discussed
how artists with unique visions and

commercial clients with innovative

application of new printing and dis-
play technologies. However, our rela-

tionship with The LIFE Gallery of

Photography has presented us with a
unique challenge: How do we com-
municate and extend that 20th century
creative vision into the 21st century?

While we've been serving as the

primary silver prinung lab for The
LIFE “:I”L'r:.' af |’]5H|:wi_1r.|l1]1:.' and
IPHOTOART (the sole distributor o
the trade for The LIFE Gallery of
Photography), we're creating a new
breed of fine-an prints at resolutions
of 30x40 state-of-the-
art technologes.

inches via

"We're very excited about utilizing
Duggal’s drum scanning and fine-art
printing expertise to, in a sense, extend
the ‘life’ of the LIFE G.‘!Hrr}' collection
as it relates to museum-quality fine-art
prints,” explains Jeff Linton, vice pres-
ident of sales and marketing at
iIPHOTOART. “The first 10 images in
this new collection are among the most
wonic and maost popular images from
the archives of LIFE.”

| asked Regina Feiler, Assistant
Director, LIFE Branded Products, at
The LIFE Gallery of Photography,
what drove LIFE to open up the
collection for sale as pigment prints.
“The collection was never rt:.j]]}'
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closed,” she explains. “"We're always
looking for new ways to present the
work to the public. With the advent
of pigment prints and its appeal to the
photographic art collector, we felt
now was the time to marry our most
compelling imagery with large-scale
print capabilities,”

Quality is of the utmost impor-
tance, says Regina: “The LIFE Gallery
of Photography 15 always concerned
first and foremost with providing the
highest-quality authenticated photog-
raphy possible and in expanding our
collection in an authenticared fashion.
This collection will bear a new embuoss
and will be produced in a limited edi-
non of 40, which is smaller than edi-
tions we've opened in the past.”

Jeff expands on Regina's comments
by explaining that The LIFE Gallery
of Photography has been wanting to
open its collection to the fine-art com-
munity for some time. “There are two
fundamental aspeets of this project
that have come together over ime,” he
says. “The first was the need o devel-
op a new art form for the archive. In
addirion, there was an interest in large-
format prints by the collector base, The
original silver prints sold by LIFE
were limited editions sold by The
LIFE Gallery. Most of the original
photographers are now deceased, and
the classic images LIFE printed, which
they signed, were limited editions. So
we thought, "How can we extend the
lite of the archive? How can we create
a legitimate, collectible fine-art print
using the classic, iconic images that
would appeal to the collector base?”
The answer was to have The LIFE
Gallery create these new fine-art,
limited-edition pigment prints,

“One external factor that led to this
had nothing to do with The LIFE
Gallery,” Jeff continues, "It was sim-
ply that this product—the pigment
prints—had become acceptable and
accepted by fine-art and photography
collectors and museums around the
world. The internal factor is that these

great classic images from the LIFE
archives have been selling out or sell-
ing down to such small numbers that
they became prohibitively expensive
tor most people.”

One last contributing factor to the
acceptance of pigment prints over tra-
ditional silver prints is that the qual-
ity of negative drum scans yield far
superior images when compared to
traditional wet darkroom (analog)
techniques. Explains Jeff, “When you
compare a traditonal silver gelatin
print to a print made from a drum
scan, the sean is actually better because
negatives often have dust, scratches and
other imperfections that can be dig-
itally corrected. The wet darkroom sil-
ver print would have to be spotted in
order to correct for such imperfections,
The digital image potentially offers a
perfect printing source in comparison
to the original negative used for maod-
ern silver prints because Photoshop can
be used to correct those imperfections.”

In order to ensure print authenticity,
says Jetf, “Each print will be embossed
with a special LIFE logo embosser that
will read LIMITED EDITION PIG-
MENT PRINT, LIFE GALLERY
OF PHOTOGRAPHY. The prints
will be hand-numbered and come with
a certificate of authenticity, describing
the printing process as well as mention
that they were printed at Duggal. This
will ensure that people will take com-
fort in knowing that they're getting the
real deal, that these prints are genuine,
published by The LIFE Gallery of
Photography and not a fake.

“These pigment prints have a won-
derful tonality,” Jeff adds. “They're a
different ‘animal’ than a silver print.
They have become their own art form
in that they're quite different than a
silver print and represent a new way
to interpret an image.”

In order to satisfy the stringent
requirements of both The LIFE Gallery
of Photography and iPHOTOART,
Duggal used Roland Hi-Fi JET Pro 11
printers, which utilize special pigment
inks that bring a natural classic look to

Cone'd on page 12491
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images with extended color longevity.
The 10% pigment-based ink used is the
newest archival ink available, comprised
of a unique [2-color inkset consisting of
cvan, magenta, yellow, black, orange,
green, light evan, light magenta and four
shades of gray. These prints have been
rated for a lifetime of 120-plus years by
Wilhelm Imaging Research,

According o Mike Vogt of Lex]et,
“An important defining aspect of the
Roland Hi-Fi JET Pro printer is the
utilization of piczo printer head technol-
ogy. It yields consistent ink output,
which is ideal for fine-art reproduction.”

Explains Mike, “There are two
types of inkjet printers currently on the
market, thermal and piczo. Thermal
inkjet printers provide inconsistent
output, meaning that an image printed
100 times will look inconsistent each
time. Piezo inkjet printers, on the other
hand, create consistent dot patterns
during the print process. The human
eye can't detecr any variations over the
course of 100 prints.”

A state-of-the-art printer is useless
without equally high-quality paper in
which o feed it. At Duggal, we use
Sunset Hot Press Rag paper because
it’s the finest archival paper for fine-
art photographic prints, It meets the
exacting standards that fine-art clien-
tele demands.

This 15 how we at Duggal bring
2ith-century, analog works of art into
the digital milieu of the 21st century. o

Baldee Deaggal, president and founder af
Dupgpal, has been innovating viseal solte-
tions for fmage-makers for more than
0 years. Credited eith butlding and
designing the ;'r:du.dﬂ‘}':-‘ _ﬁrﬂ tfr:Pﬂud-
dunk processing machine, Duggal has
maintained his status as a leader in the
rmaging business and is heralded for out-
standing service by consumer and trade
magazines alike, With digital capabili-
tres reaching worldwide, his headguar-
ters covers a block on West 23rd Strect in

New }‘E.lr.{' cf'f}.-.
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